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Drawing inspiration from the humanist tradition, the demo-
cratic Socialists, or Social-Democrats (the contemporary world
makes no place for any other brand of democrats), visualise
social organisation as a harmony of voluntary individual efforts..
The free individual discharges social obligations not under any
compulsion, nor as a homage to the exacting god of a collective
ego, but out of a moral conviction which grows from the-
consciousness of freedom. The idea of dictatorship, on the
contrary, marks a complete break from the cultural heritage of
modern civilisation. It is a negation of all the social and ethical
values which have given expression to the liberating urge of
mankind ever since the man of the Renaissance rose in revolt
against spiritual regimentation under the banner of the Chris-
tian Church, and temporal totalitarianism of the Holy Romaa
Empire.
That being the case, a reconciliation of the two ideologies
which are dividing the world in two antagonistic camps, is not
possible. Nor can the one eventually overwhelm the other by
winning the loyalty of a decisive majority. Because, both are-
defective, much too inadequate to meet the requirements of the-
contemporary world. Both have been discredited, more or lessy
in experience.
The theory and practice of dictatorship, even as the means
to an end,' is repugnant. But, on the other hand, the limitations-
of parliamentary democracy can no longer be ignored. Under
it, civil liberties can be reduced to mere formalities. Without
accepting the Marxist view that parliamentary democracy is-
also a class dictatorship (of the bourgeoisie), a view which?
cannot be easily disposed of, critical students of modern history
should be able to see that'the inadequacies of parliamentary
democracy are inherent in itself. In the highly complicated
modern industrial society, individual citizens particularly, those-
belonging to the majority labouring under economic disadvant-
ages, have very little chance of exercising effectively the-
sovereign right which formally belongs to them. Law gives-
them little protection, particularly in critical Jiines. It is aa
indisputable fact that under the parliamentary system democracy
cannot control the executive. Between two elections, k is
completely out of the picture. During that period, a party